
For all your
Automotive

repairs, brake  and
clutch specialists

See Brand for
your electrical,  and

auto air
conditioning

repairs

                        The Busselton Aero Club’s Monthly Magazine
                         
                         Vol 9  Number 2                      February 2009

 What a dreadful weekend Victoria has 
had in during the recent fires and isn't it great 
that Australians rush in with donations to help 
the victims. Why would you want to live 
anywhere else even though we have trouble 
with locals concerning our airport.
I have arranged an informal meeting with Jenny 
May [ airport manager ] concerning our Expo 
and questions that she may be able to discuss 
concerning the airport operation The meeting is 
16th Feb so by the time that you receive our 
Aviator we should have had the meeting.
Mike Grimwood and myself will be meeting with 
her. 
  I really don't know how the proposed 
user group meeting on the 22 feb will go, but 
please attend. I cannot stress enough that we fly 
very neighbourly in the Shire area, this would 
include flying low and causing concern  to the 
locals. At present they are not too concerned 
about our smaller planes, for now.
Ken Manton has been busy inviting some of 
operators that use the airport but to date they 
are unable to attend. 
 The 31st march is not far away, in   this 
time  we  have to get every thing  in place to

manage our RA training. Dick is well on the way 
in obtaining CFI status and we appear to have 
an Aircraft and instructor. The 3 members of 
which were appointed operations managers 
need to get their end done as well.
The Expo is coming together but there is still 
lots to go, so see you 23 Feb 7.30pm.   
 Sue and I have been very busy of late 
with our fruit bottling [ sue has been cleaning, 
cutting and stuffing fruit in bottles ] but I at least 
picked them. Being hot weather I have been all 
over the place repairing air conditioners etc.
Hope to see you at the many coming up meeting.
 
Happy Flying Geoff 

Editorial
 In the meager space I have allocated 
myself this month I can only urge members to 
support the committee in the difficult 
administrative times ahead during the transition. 
Much work has to be done by the operations 
committee to get ourselves operationally and 
financially  up to speed.
 I must also at this juncture beg members 
to support three of our current projects. These 
are our weekend roster, the sale of raffle tickets 
and the Expo in April. Much work has to be done 
and much can be achieved if we all apply 
ourselves. In a few months time, we hope to 
look back on a job well done.
Dick

President
Geoff’s
Report
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You need sand? John Purdue has all the sand
you need - and more.

 See John for screened sands, fill sands, and sands for every need.
Contact John or Kay on 9755 5458 or 0409 320 323

Don’t Forget!! The EXPO on 19 April!
It’s going to be a big day. There is 
too much to include here but check 
the web site for more details. We 
need lots of help. Please contact a 
committee person and offer some 
assistance. Please attend the next 
EXPO meeting on 23 Feb at 5.00 pm

Don’t Forget!! The Murrayfield ALAC 
comps on 28 March. Join a team or 
be an individual entrant. We expect 
the RAC to come to our events yet 
we never attend theirs. Fly, or even 
drive up and at least put in an 
appearance. A successful glide 
approach could earn you a nice 
prize.  CYA there! 



Cape Mowers and Chainsaws
The cutting edge in sales and service

Husquvarna - Masport - Yamaha -  Echo - Gentech
Servicing all makes and models. Phone Mark or Andy on 9758 7882

capemowers@optusnet.com.au
Open Mon-Fri 8 am to 5 pm. Sat 8 am to 12 noon

                                         From the  
Secretary  

     

 Minutes of the General Meeting held at 
Busselton Aero Club Sunday February 8th 
2009 
Present :    21 members (see list)
 Apologies :    Brian & Rosemary Golding, Karen 
Dorlandt, Linda Grimwood, Myra Williams, Kathy 
Milligan, Mark Leavesley, Alan Snell, Peter 
Watson, Dave Kleeman and Terry Old. 
 Minutes :      Minutes of the January meeting 
were read and accepted.  Moved : Frances 
matthews     2nd : Mike Tonks.
Matters arising :   Nil.

Correspondence        
  In:   From shire re. lease and valuation.
SW Audiology re. sponsorship.
RACWA re. training and seminars.
Manjimup fly in

.           Out : To shire re. lease and valuation.
   To SWDC re. Sponsorship.
Treasurer’s report :   for January attached. 
There were no questions.
Moved by Mike Ancliffe and 2nd by Clive 
Croxford  Accepted.

New members applications  :
 Ray Brandt  Proposed by John Purdue  
Seconded by Ian Stevenson.
Peter Van Der Bit Proposed by Peter Hales   
Seconded by Dick Jackson.
Geoffrey Lothon Proposed by Peter Hales  
Seconded by Dick Jackson.
Helen Bowskill Proposed by Peter Hales   
Seconded by John Purdue.
 All new membership applications welcomed and 
accepted.

General business ;
Shire lease : At the committee meeting held 
2/2/09 the shire accepts our proposal to possibly 
vary lease in the future if we include a commercial 
venture.  Just need to inform Shire and pay 
increased rent.  Shire also asked us to increase our 
building insurance to cover their valuation.  We will 
get another valuation done and compare.  Take it 
from there.  Maybe timely to query the valuation 
on hangars also.  Geoff to keep in touch with Ann 
Grove.
RA training :  Dick will be seeing Mr Poole the 
Operations Manager for RA to provide them with 
evidence he can fly and instruct.  Can use Peter’s 
present license for now.
William Owen has a plane he is willing to x-hire.
Peter will be leaving 31/3/09.

Need to set up small management committee for 
general administration.  Need to create forms etc 
and establish business procedures.  Need to meet 
with Peter and Dick re. paperwork.  Raelene has 
offered the software package they use for 
business, also the pc.
Management committee ; Karen Dorlandt, Mike 
Tonks and Frank Mason.

EFTPOS machine now in use for fuel purposes 
only at present.
Club calendar    Terry Old not present so no 
further details.
Weekend roster :  Need more people for this.  
Please check website or notice board in club.
Storage shed : a letter and plan has been sent to 
the shire, but no response so far.
EFTPOS machine now in use for fuel purposes 
only at present.

Club calendar    Terry Old not present so no 
further details.

Weekend roster :  Need more people for this.  
Please check website or notice board in club.

Storage shed : a letter and plan has been sent to 
the shire, but no response so far.
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From the Secretary Contd.

Susanne Eakin    was married and is now Mrs 
Horlock.  Frances to send congratulations card.

Renaming Airport Drive  : Perhaps Pat would 
consider a proposal to name one of the hangars 
after Neville?

Airport & Fly Neighbourly    at this time it is 
clear that everyone needs to be courteous to all 
those on the ground below and to fly as 
unobtrusively as possible.  Can we invite Jenny 
May out to discuss future requirements etc.  Need 
to promote the good nature of the club.
Suggestion that shire will invest in cameras to 
photograph planes landing at airport so landing 
fees can be charged.
Peter Hales suggested we establish a user group.
Clive Croxford moved the motion that ‘ We create 
an airport user group’  Seconded by Mike Tonks  
and carried by show of hands.

Public notice to be posted and Ken Manton to 
contact businesses such as Skywest and Rio Tinto 
re. their support/presence.  Meeting to be held  
Sunday 22nd February at 5 p.m. at the club.
 Preston Boley fly-in ;   1st March from 10 a.m.

CASA information night ;  according to CASA 
website this is to be 6/5/09 but we have not heard 
so far.

  There being no further business the meeting 
closed at 7 10 p.m.
 
Next meeting is the 08/03/09   Committee 
meeting at 3.30 p.m. and general meeting  5 p.m.
  Meal will be BBQ and salad.  Please bring 
your own meat and a salad to share. 

The Transition.
 The change over from Busselton Air 
Services is only weeks away (less than 6 to be 
precise) But there is much to be done. I have to 
be checked out as CFI and we have to introduce 
our new instructor, William Owen and his new 
Evekto Sportstar! We hope to do that very soon.
 Another load of administrational work is 
going to be the financial operation of the flying 
school. To manage this, a new committee has 
been formed. It comprises Mike Tonks, Frank 
Mason and our already hard working Karen 
Dorlandt whose IT experience will be a much 
valued member of the team. In addition, much 
paperwork must be designed and printed ready 
for Day 1 on April 1st. As you can imaging, this 
team will be working very hard over the next few 
weeks.

The Airport User’s Group.
 Yet another committee is being 
suggested by the club. The Airport User’s Group 
will comprise members of the club, local 
operators and organisations who regularly fly 
into our airport. Its purpose is to asses first hand 
problems associated with the running of the 
airport and recommend to the Shire strategies 
that may effectively and harmoniously operate 
the aerodrome in an efficient profitable manner. 
The next meeting will be held at the clubhouse 
on Sunday, 22 Feb at 5.:00 pm. Anyone wishing 
to contribute to this meeting is urged to attend.

Are you still a member?
 Our records indicate that many 
‘members’ are unfinancial.   We know its easy to 
forget this small but important detail but if you do 
not send in your subs for this year, you could be 
dropped from the list of members. And that 
includes your monthly Magazine too. 



Southern Independent Property Valuations
 PO Box 918         Certified Practicing         28 Brown St
   Bunbury                Valuers & Property             Busselton
   Tel: 97916204          Consultants             Tel: 97542982
   Fax: 97916205                                          Fax: 97542989 

Who are these two? You have two guesses. 
OK, you may get the first, our own Susy Eakin 
but the other is her new husband. The above 
photo was taken around Christmas but now 
they are married! If you would like to see 
another photo of them actually getting 
married, check out the notice board in the 
club house. We hope to hear more from Mr & 
Mrs Horlock soon.!

There are some smiles about at a certain medico’s 
office in Margaret River. Cathy Milligan has been 
reunited with her beloved Cessna 210. Seems a 
burnt out valve caused the problems.

The Club Raffle
 The Club Raffle is with us again. If 
you have not as yet received your tickets 
by now, you will soon receive them in your 
mail box. You will get two packets of 
tickets to sell to your friends, enemies or 
general public.
 We cannot impress on members 
enough the importance of selling these 
tickets as they are one of our biggest 
sources of funds for the year. Its no secret 
that our income/outcome figures are in a 
delicate balance at the moment and 
unless we increase our funds 
significantly, we will have no option but to 
make a substantial increase in our annual 
subscriptions. There are many clubs akin 
to ours that have much higher annual 
dues. Not only that, in about six weeks we 
will be taking over the administration of 
the flying operations and that in itself will 
require substantial initial costs.
 Selling raffle tickets is not the 
easiest job in the world but remember, the 
financial future of the club may be at stake!
 There will be a special box in the 
clubhouse to place your butts in so start 
selling and get them in before April 12.

The Weekend Roster is working well. Many 
thanks to those who gave up a few hours 
over the past few months to help out the club. 
BUT the list of volunteers is slowly 
diminishing! Take a look at the roster on our 
website and if you can spare a day or two to 
hang around the aerodrome and wash your 
car or read a book, contact Mike Grimwood 
(see committee list on page 2). Actually, its 
not always an easy day - last week when the 
bush fires were burning near the Cape, the 
water bombers were hard at it. Consequently, 
Ken Manton sold squillions of litres of fuel 
and helped load even more water into the 
thirsty aircraft.
Well Done Ken!



Need anything in fibreglass?
Contact Charlie Urwin. He knows all about craft ideas, 

model trains & autos, planes and more.
Ring him on 9740 2571

                                                 
                                                  From the
                                          Traveling
                                             Parkers
I had an email  from Shane & Elise  Parker recently. They 
seem to be enjoying their holiday very much. Here are 
some excerpts from their message:
 “Can’t believe we have been away nearly a 
month....thought it was probably high time we let you 
know how we are going and reassure you we haven’t 
melted away in the South Australian heat wave. We got 
away as planned on the 10th Jan...bit more scrambled 
than we thought with all the things to organise before 
leaving the house, packing up for the trip and catching up 
with all our friends & family to say good bye, everything 
takes longer than you think! Of course, as you know, I am 
pretty hopeless at all thing these things and found it a bit 
emotional and exhausting. It was nice to actually get on 
the road and know it was all done.
 Esperance was a fairly easy place to stock up for 
the Nullabor which we found pretty easy - certainly no 
harder than the drive to Exmouth each year. We really 
enjoyed the little stops along the way - historic points of 
interest, free camps and most spectacular views of 
coastal places. The reward at the end of it was a couple 
of lovely days at Cactus. The crowd had gone and Shane 
had a couple of days surfing this famous break...and not 
a shark in sight! I just enjoyed beach walking, resting and 
reading. Perfect really, everyone's happy!
 From there we headed off around the Eyre 
Peninsular. Gorgeous coastline with little bays & inlets. 
Mostly overnight stops, checking each place out and 
moving on. Really enjoyed a couple of days at the Lincoln 
NP at the tip of the peninsular - quiet & peaceful camping,  
only one other couple and peaceful walks. The whole 
area very dry and the drought everywhere you look, 
seems strange the area surrounded by water, just not the 
right type. Great history in all the places we visited - such 
amazingly resilient and resourceful people, these 
settlers. 
 Once off the peninsular, we headed for the Claire 
Valley with our first stop being at Laura. We spent a few 
days in the Claire Valley and although it was warm, it was 
great to see the grapes all ready for picking soon. Again, 
lots of villages and old stone buildings to see and some 
antique shops...some fab bargains had to be had all over 
the place. Made Shane a bit nervous. Celebrated 
Australia day in the area and enjoyed a great meal at
Skillogalee Winery

Decided it was time to explore our first city, Adelaide and 
this just happened to coincide with the heat wave! Stayed 
at Mt Barker and caught the first bus to the city and 
managed to survive their hottest day in 75 years - 45.7. 
The city was OK as we planned to spend our day in the 
Art Gallery and the Museum. Thank goodness for the 
refreshing swim in the pool next to the park - missed our 
beach that day for sure! Decided to head for the coast, 
good move as aside from the day we drove to Victor 
Harbour (45c) it was heaps more comfortable and we 
enjoyed a nice couple of days by the sea riding our bikes 
and walking all the sights in good temperature. 
 I am typing this up on Kangaroo Island where we 
have been spending a most enjoyable week. Nearly didn’t 
come as the ferry was stupidly expensive for a 45 min trip 
and we had just booked the TAS ferry for the same cost 
and it takes 12 hours! Anyway, so glad we came, what a 
treasure this place is. Currently at Vionne Bay, 
supposedly the best beach in Australia. It is pretty nice but 
we would not rate it ahead of Lucky Bay with its white 
squeaky sands and glass clear waters! So many places 
to go & you can be totally on your own all day. The 
camping has been cheap & some of the sites quite 
remote, last night we had an 8 site bush camp all to 
ourselves. So beautiful and peaceful. Lots of lovely walks 
and amazing views over dramatic cliffs. Lots of wildlife 
too. Gorgeous blue wrens and others visiting our site as 
well as kangaroos, lizards and wallabies. Saw koalas in 
the wild today. Lots of artistic talent around the island too 
so have enjoyed the galleries dotted around the place. We 
will head back to the mainland and hope that the weather 
has cooled a bit there. We will be sticking to the coast for 
a while so it should be OK for us.
 So everything is great...not missing work a bit! 
The van is so good, just perfect for us. Roomy enough & 
very comfortable, sleeping well and have our little routine 
all worked out. Great having the loo, especially the 
shower as it gives us so much freedom to camp in cheap 
or free sites knowing we can still have a nice hot shower 
at the end of the day. The solar panel and bigger fridge 
have also paid off. Living like kings really, sleeping well, 
lots of exercise, relaxing and eating well. So nice to be 
together without all the other stuff that goes on in the 
world...really very happy travel partners...but then you all 
know how I just adore Shane anyway, such easy company!
 Hope this finds you all well and good. Meant to 
pop in some photos at the start but won’t risk messing this 
up. Cheers for now, love & hugs, Elise & Shane XXX



            

 Who belongs to this grin? Well, none 
other than our newest First Solo achiever, 
Frank Mason! Frank made his memorable 
flight last Thursday and is looking to put 
more hours in the solo column of his log 
book.
Congratulations Frank.

 Congrats also to Jeff Loton who 
passed his pilot’s certificate flight test 
recently.  We hope to see Jeff and his 
Tecnam dropping in to see us on a regular 
basis.

More on the EXPO.
 If you are keen to be of any assistance 
at all on our EXPO on April 19, have a look at 
the big white board in the club house. It sets out 
all the jobs to be done and in many cases, 
those who are willing to help out. If you see a 
spot you would like to assist in, please put you 
name on the board or contact Stevo. This year 
we will be operating under added difficulties as 
many of our usual hard workers will be away. 
So please help out if you can!. 

We Welcome New Members!

 Pictured above are Ray Brandt and his wife 
Debbie. Ray and Debbie also joined the club for its 
general meeting Last Sunday. Ray has his eyes on 
Learn to Fly Brochures already and hopefully we 
should soon see him ‘committing aviation’

 Other new members include Pieter Van Der 
Vleit who has already begun his training in the 
Tecnam.

 Jeff Loton, who owns the Tecnam and has 
been no stranger to the clubhouse recently 
obtained his pilot’s certificate and is now doing his 
navigation course.

 Helen Bowskill was also confirmed as a new 
member at the last meeting. We all hope to meet 
Helen soon when next she visits the clubhouse.

 Also, from last month we welcomed Mike 
McKenna and Vivien Jones.

To all the new members, we welcome you to the 
club and hope you enjoy meeting the members and 
participate in our activities.Sorry, no jokes or gossip

this issue. The club Is

getting busier and

the Aviator is full!


