
BAC Newsletter October 2019. 

Appropriately penned whilst at 30 000 Ft and no, not from the Tecnam! 

We had a full house of ten committee members including our CFI at our October 
committee meeting. We also had the pleasure of two visitors to the meeting, Rod 
Swallow and Ian Stevenson. 

The monthly correspondence included numerous e-mails acknowledging the club 
updates and activities shared through the new newsletter. We remind and encourage 
anyone with newsworthy items relevant to the club, to share them with us by sending 
them to Jackson. 

Tecnam 

The Tecnam has flown 50 hrs since July and 95 hrs since the new engine was installed. 
It is off to Manjimup for it 100 hr. service. The Tecnam is looking as good as it ever has 
since coming to BAC. Our fastidious CFI has re carpeted it, touched up some paintwork 
along with a few other things. We are looking to install some form of acceptable sun 
protection in the canopy. There has been a number of TIF’s flown last month with some 
participants rebooking which hopefully will materialise in some new students coming on 
board. 

Flying Activity. 

Mike Hazelwood recently passed his flight test for his tail wheel endorsement which then 
saw the meticulous RANs of Mike Tonks leave Busselton for it’s new home in SA. Mike 
Jordaan passed his passenger endorsement and is now legal to terrorise friends and 
family. The young flyers appear to be coming back to BAC and we look forward to 
increased activity in this segment of the club. We are expecting a young commercial pilot 
to be visiting with us over the next few months to get her Instructor rating through PH.  

Membership. 

Membership invoices were sent out prior to the AGM in August. We encourage anyone 
who has not paid to do so. We are putting in a lot of effort to improve and enhance our 
club activity and we rely heavily on the very affordable membership dues. 

The committee has taken a decision to align our membership criteria with that of RAAUS 
with regards to flight training. A new student must now become a paid up member within 
3 hrs of total flight training or 30 days from the first flight, whichever comes first. No 
instructor will allow a student to fly if these conditions have not been met. 

Training Licence. 

A sub committee of Mike Tonks, Zeb Packard-Hair, Jackson McLeod and Gary Visser 
were assigned the duty of tidying up the details and agreement for assigning the RAAUS 
training licence to BAS/PH. There were a number of components to this arrangement, 
which included the licence, the hangar rental and the clubrooms rental along with a heap 
of statutory requirements. We are very please to convey that the proposal of the sub 
committee was unanimously accepted and endorsed by the BAC Committee and that 
Peter Hales has accepted the proposal as well. The Subcommittee has been mandated 
to execute the arrangement with PH. We are delighted to have reached agreement and 
to have the privilege of having Peter as our CFI. 



Aero Fest Update  

The Aero Club wishes to advise all members that the Busselton Aerofest will not be held 
in March 2020 as originally proposed.  Except for 2018 when the airport upgrade works 
were in progress, Aerofest has been a regular feature on our calendar for more than two 
decades.  It is a major event for aviators in WA, as well as providing a welcome 
supplement to our income.  We had confirmed attendances by the recently crowned Red 
Bull Air Race Champion Matt Hall, as well as  Jeremy Miller from the Airshow 
Company.  However the regulatory regime required to organise an airshow, as detailed in 
the guidelines from CASA released last year, has undergone significant change since the 
last event.  We were unfortunately not able to generate sufficient funding or assistance to 
manage these requirements in the available time.  The City of Busselton had pledged 
$16,000 including $6,000 in kind support, but securing corporate sponsors in the current 
economic environment was proving more difficult.  Finally, with the commencement of 
RPT flights in March next year, the existing terminal building was not available for our 
use, and a new hangar facility was being constructed in part of the space allocated for 
public viewing. 

The Committee therefore made the difficult decision to cancel Aerofest rather risking an 
uncertain outcome.  We are sorry that members and aviation enthusiasts in WA will not 
have the opportunity to witness some spectacular flying and aircraft, but look forward to 
Aerofest’s return in the future. 

 

News from other clubs: 

“The Bunbury Aero Club's, 2019 Wings Dinner is on in only 3 weeks’ time! 

This year the Wings Dinner is on Friday 22nd November at the Dolphin Discovery 
Centre. There will be a 2-course sit-down meal along with guest speaker, trivia contest, 
music, prizes and more. Along with the presentation of Student Pilot certificate’s and 
awards. 

Tickets are $65.00 per person and can be purchased from Bunbury Aero Club Reception, 
full tables of 8 can be purchased as well for $500.00. 

Don’t wait until it’s too late as RSVPs need to be in by Wednesday 13
th
 November!” 
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Closing 
 
Should any member be in a position where they think they could commit some 
time to helping with the clubs general marketing efforts, we would be grateful. 
We need to exploit social media, local newspapers and any other marketing 
platform that can inform the general public of our facilities, activities and 
affordable flight training. A little effort will go a long way. You don’t have to make 
a life commitment, even a project to get it up and going for a few months would 
be welcomed. 
 
Please get out to the club when you can - any activity becomes self-perpetuating! 
 
:) 
 
Regards 
BAC Committee. 


