
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monthly Newsletter 
 
Greetings to members and friends of Busselton Aero Club 
 

Greetings once again to members and friends of BAC.  

I know that we opened the last newsletter with the news of our esteemed CFI Peter Hales but considering the 
very recent awards ceremony and a substantial interview on GWN 7, it would be remiss of me to not open 
again with this topic. I was an honor to be part of the awards ceremony recently held at Shelter Brewery. With 
over forty members, friends and family of Pete, it was a truly memorable occasion. A big thanks to John 
Douglas for making the presentation and to Ken Manton as Master of Ceremonies. 
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Breakfasts. 

The last two breakfasts continued the amazing support we have come to expect in recent months. With over 120 

attendees over the two breakfasts, we are now forced to limit numbers to around 60 due to catering and facilities 

limitations. It was unanimously agreed and reported at April’s Breakfast,that from May, the price of breakfasts 

will increase to $10.00 for members and those that fly in and $15.00 for non members. We encourage our regular 

supporters and visitors to join the club and participate in the discounted breakfasts as well as all other member 

benefits/ facilities. 

 

You will not see much prettier than this! Pitts Special. 

 

 

 



 

The same may not be said for this mob, but they do put out an amazing breakfast. 

 



 

 

A special mention to the non-committee members who helped with the heavy lifting at breakfast, John Purdue 
& Terry, Paddy Doyle the “dishwashing machine”, Rod Swallow and Pete Mitchell. Having this help made such a 
difference in being able to take a walk around and look at planes and catchup with mates for a change after 

cooking 😊.  

A reminder that anyone who can volunteer, even one single Sunday, will make a difference to those that turn 
up for cooking and cleaning duties every single Sunday all year round. 

 

Members General Meeting. 

Despite a well-publicized Members General meeting we had a turnout of around only 15 members including 
committee members. An update on finances, new club rooms, flying activity and general information was 
shared. A barbeque and refreshments were enjoyed by all present. We urge members to participate in 



advertised meeting, functions etc and remind members that paid up members are entitled to attend monthly 
committee meeting as observers, a simple email to the secretary is all that is required. Members General 
meetings will be held every quarter and will be well publicized. 

Flying Activity 

March 

 

 



 

April  

 

 

Navigation Endorsements 

Yours truly ( Gary Visser) and Mike Jordaan both recently achieved the much sought after and hard earned X 
country navigation endorsement. Both have been wearing a path between YBLN, the lighthouse and YBUN, 



staying in the legal 25 Nm radius of Busso. When now crossing the “25 Nm line” it feels like a school kid 
breaking the rules. 

The volume of work and massive hours that go into this endorsement are challenging but when considering, 
that apart from controlled airspace, we now have a very big playground, the input is justified. The experience 
gained from Australia’s best CFI during these navigation exercises is something to be appreciated. More was 
learned about flying during this time than when doing one’s licence. A strong word of advice to anyone 
considering doing their Nav’s with Peter Hales, have your engine checked thoroughly because when Pete gets 
in that plane, you can bet your bottom dollar that it will have a minimum of four engine failures on every single 

navigation 😊.  

 

New Members 

Since our last newsletter we are pleased to announce eight new members. 

 Justin Pigneguy 

 Catherine Pigneguy 

 Alex Pigneguy 

 David Price 

 Karin Price 

 Dylan Wilson 

 Greg Gibbs 

 Mark Haagensen 

A very warm welcome to all of you and we look forward to seeing you getting involved in our club activities. 

 

New Clubrooms. 

Discussion between the BAC sub committee and the COB continue to make good progress regarding the future 
facilities of BAC. Whilst it is still very early in the process the co operation is encouraging. With the vast number 
of visiting school kids this last year, DFES, Westpac, Coulson Fire teams, RAAF and now hundreds of local and fly 
in breakfast visitors this year, BAC is clearly playing a significant role in the Busselton airport precinct. The 
national media and GWN7 news showcasing our CFI, footage of Busselton from the air and our training facilities 
is also further motivation for why BAC should receive due consideration for assistance for requested shift up to 
the new GA precinct by the COB. We look forward to working with the COB in finding an amicable solution to 
our long term clubroom needs. 

 



 

 

 

 

RAAF Visit BAC. 

In April BAC played host to a number of 79 Squadron personnel and their six Hawks. This was something that 
was prearranged with the club for these pilots and support staff to make use of our facilities. (And committee 
members running a few errands for them, thanks Mike Jordaan!) It’s a privilege for BAC to be able to provide 
any level of support to our local RAAF squadron not to mention the thrill of being shown around and simply 
being able to sit and have a yarn with these elite pilots. 

The RAAF also hosted senior school kids with a view to promoting the RAAF as a career and again our facilities 
were offered and used on the day. 



 

 



 



Club Merchandise 

 A reminder that we have club shirts and hats available for sale, take a look 
on the website for details. https://www.busseltonaeroclub.com.au/ 

 
 
 
 
One of our newest Pilots, 
 
Max wasted no time getting his passenger endorsement and it was joy to see the excitement of the two kids 
going for their first flight with “Dad” as chief pilot in command!!!. Below is a very happy looking Mrs. Mueller ( 

before takeoff 😊) 

 
Best regards 

BAC Committee. John Brisco – Greg Miller – Mike Jordaan – Steve Pupilli – Jackson McLeod – Zeb Packard-Hair 
– John Ryan--Gary Visser 

https://www.busseltonaeroclub.com.au/

